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In the past decade, European Studies scholars had witnessed a peculiar phenomenon. On the one

1

hand,

European focused research and academic programs had flourished both within and outside European

borders, and on the other hand, the weakening in popular support of European institutions, as seen in

the European Parliament elections and in the Eurobarometer polls. This roundtable aims at taking

a step

back and it will focus on the actorness of the European Union in contemporary global politics. This will

allow us to question basic assumptions about the European Union and European Studies which
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sometimes are taken for granted. In doing so, this roundtable discussion is seeking proposals from

researchers who want to share their ontological, epistemological or methodological standpoints and
practical experiences, and it hopes to promote the exchange of ideas among European Studies scholars.
Possible topics: 1) The EU’s role in shaping the global discourse on climate change 2) EU’s security and
defense strategy — can the EU become a global power without hard power? 3) The EU in an era of
neoliberalism — emerging markets and European influence 4) The EU’s democratic sturdiness at the rise
of populism 5) Normative Power Europe and its critique 6) The EU’s economic forces — on the verge of

being a global economic power?
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This roundtable aims to discuss the international effects of the rise of populist phenomena in
contemporary global politics. Despite the fact that populist leaders have formed governments all over
the world, and IR scholars have noted a potential crisis of the ‘liberal international order,” we still lack
a more systematic understanding of the political and institutional impact of this wave of ‘global
populism.” The goal of this roundtable is to contribute to the growing debate about the sources, patterns,
and implications of the current global rise of populism and nationalism, through the exploration of
different approaches and case-studies that can offer critical insights for a better understanding of the
similarities and differences between populist regimes all over the world. Given the interdisciplinary
nature of the topic, we also welcome the participation of senior and junior scholars from fields beyond

International Relations.
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