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Prof. Hillel Frisch, “The Israel, PA, Hamas Triangle and International Relations Theory”

How robust are the three basic paradigms — offensive realism, neorealism (sometimes referred
to as defensive realism), and constructivist accounts — in explaining international relations are
fiercely debated in political science. This study looks at the triangular relationship between
Israel, the Abbas-led Palestinian Authority, and Hamas in Gaza, since the latter took control
over Gaza in 2007, in order to test the validity of these three approaches. Offensive realism,
with its focus on the balance of power, would predict greatest cooperation between the PA in
the West Bank/Judea and Samaria and Hamas in the Gaza Strip, as both balance against a far
more powerful state that they rhetorically perceive as an occupying and expansionist state, or
alternatively, that each or both of them would bandwagon with Israel. Defensive realism, with
its focus on the balance of threat, would predict greater cooperation between Israel and the PA
against Hamas, the force that expelled the PA from Gaza and whose grassroots presence in the
West Bank/Judea and Samaria presents a grave threat to the PA. Alternatively, defensive
realism will also predict the existence of antagonistic relations between Israel and the PA,
given the perceived threat Israel poses to the PA. Finally, constructivist accounts, with its
stress on identity politics, would suggest that given the strong identity differences among the
three sides — a Jewish Zionist Israel, a “secular” nationalist PA, and an Islamist theocratic
movement such as Hamas — that the relationship between each side and the other two would be
totally inimical, as characterized by zero-sum confrontations.

The paper argues that the neorealist account comes closest to describing accurately the
relationship among the three political actors. In this sense, the fine-tuned and intensive
security cooperation between Israel and the PA is clearly levelled against the Hamas threat.
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Prof. Elie Podeh, “Missed Opportunities in the Arab-Israeli Conflict”

Historians of the Arab-Israeli conflict often describe certain episodes as a “missed
opportunity” to reach an agreement between Israelis and Arabs. The problem of these
descriptions, however, is that the term “missed opportunity” is not properly defined, and it is
mainly used for political reasons in order to blame one side in the conflict for missing the
opportunity to achieve peace. This paper is part of a comprehensive research on missed
opportunities in the Arab-Israeli conflict. The study covers some 28 successful and
unsuccessful episodes of negotiations in the Arab-Israeli conflict from the first agreement
signed between Faisal and Weizmann in 1919 until the Olmert-Abbas talks in 2008. The aim of
the paper is to offer a working theoretical model of how to assess a missed opportunity. On
the basis of the proposed definition, the paper show the number of opportunities missed by
Israel, the Palestinians, and the Arab states.
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Daphne Inbar, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, “’Playing Soldiers’: The Daily
Resistance of Soldiers in the Israeli Military and the Practice of Svejkian ‘Subversive
Obedience’.

In societies with mandatory conscription the military service has a major role in nation-building
and “the contract of citizenship.” In the Israeli case, citizens face the choice of visible
conscientious objection as well as other practices of hidden resistance to the military draft.
While conscientious objection has been practiced by few and researched by many, the hidden
practices of daily resistance have been an ongoing, broad phenomenon within militarized
societies that remains scarcely researched. Using the theoretical framework of resistance
studies scholars such as James Scott and Michel de Certeau can reveal the significant politics
behind non-organized soldier resistance to the military. Coined after the lovable literary
character, “The Good Soldier Svejk,” I argue in this paper that the politics of ‘Svejkian
subversive obedience’ might shed light on different ways of unlearning military norms and
values. Furthermore, I seek to explore how this form of ‘strategic ignorance’ serves as a tool of
resistance available to the ‘simple soldier’ against oppressive hierarchical structures of power,
and it might be used in shifting the meaning of their military service from the collectives’
hegemonic discourse that sides with mass-conscription, back to the marginalized discourse that
enables the agency of those who refuse to “play soldier.”

Neal Tsur, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, “ Predicting Civil Unrest: Complexity and
Critical Slowing Down Theory To The Rescue.”

We have all the right theoretical ingredients, but we keep failing in predicting rapid change in
politics with our current prediction models. In this paper, I suggest using complexity theory to
insert rigor to our prediction capabilities. I illustrate it using an examination of civil unrest from
a “phase transition” point of view using a successful perturbation theory called Critical Slowing
Down (CSD). CSD helps to estimate the system’s “resilience” to random events without
knowing the causal mechanism. In essence, random events give information about the system.
The first step in testing CSD in the social arena was done by a computer simulation of citizens-
regime interaction in an adaptive game theory scenario while using the Syrian 2011 civil uprising
as a calibration benchmark. The calibrated scenario was run 2000 times and analyzed for
correlations between the increase in CSD indicator levels against the time remained until the
eruption of a macro civil unrest. The change in indicator values showed a high correlation with
the decrease in time, suggesting they indeed could be used for ex-ante early warning. It was
also discovered that indicator threshold calibration is not straightforward and thus it should be
resolved before real-time prediction. Future successful results would have a rigor method for
predicting rapid social change to be used as a policy tool or research mechanism in various areas
such as intra-city violence, technology, and norm adoption. Furthermore, it can serve as a major
foothold of complexity method in hardcore social sciences and as a brldge between contentious
politics and the literature on civil wars.
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Dr. Nitzan Feldman, Haifa Center for Policy and Naval Strategy Studies, and Dr. Tal
Sadeh, Tel-Aviv University, “ Globalization and Trade during Fatal Interstate Conflicts.”

We argue that globalization can reduce the opportunity costs of fatal Militarized Interstate
Disputes (IMDs), as measured by foregone trade, by making easier to substitute for trade
partners, by affecting the ability of states to employ trade sanctions at times of conflict, by
making credit more available to countries at conflict, and by encouraging trade-substituting
horizontal Foreign Direct Investments (FDIs) and sanctions-resilient vertical FDIs. Our directed
dyadic dataset of more than 1.1 million observations enable better control for omitted variables.
We apply high dimensional fixed effects regression to a gravity model with two-way clustering
of standard errors. We discuss the problem of missing trade observations plaguing conflict
studies and demonstrate that it is not important for our results. We support our hypotheses with
an analysis of the effects of globalization on the marginal effect of interstate wars on
international trade. However, we do not find a strong evidence that globalization affects trade
during less fatal MIDs.

Dr. Arie Krampf, The Academic College of Tel-Aviv-Yaffo, “Spontaneous Consolidation
or Political Construction: The Origin of the International Inward-Looking Low Inflation
Regime, 1988-1990.”

During the 1990s a consensus emerged among the G-5 members on very low inflation targeting.
This consensus was the foundation of what Ben Bernanke called “The Great Moderation,” two
decades of global stability and growth. How did this consensus emerge? Liberal and rational
choice scholars argue that this consensus consolidated spontaneously, by policy-makers in each
country embracing voluntarily the monetary principle of very low inflation targeting. This
article rejects the spontaneous consolidation thesis. It argues that the consensus was constructed
politically as an inward-looking low inflation regime. The low inflation regime was designed
to address the problem of external instability — exchange rate volatility and misalignment —in a
way that was consistent with the interests of the low-inflation G-5 members, including the
United States, Germany, and Great Britain. The argument shed a new light on the formation of
international informal institutions in general, and on the international political conditions that
made the “Great Moderation “ possible, in particular.

The article argues that the consensus on very low inflation was the product of the superior
institutional power of the United States, Germany, and Britain — the low inflation countries —
over France and Italy — the high inflation countries. In order to address the problem of exchange
rate volatility and misalignment, the low-inflation countries managed to shift the burden of
adjustment to the high-inflation countries, making them to re-calculate their preferences.

Elai Rettig, Haifa University, and Dr. Brenda Shaffer, Georgetown University,
“Structural Effects of Oil Revenue Dependency on Military Buildup.”

Countries blessed with an abundance of oil resources tend to base their security budgets on the
volatile revenue that they receive from the export of oil. The question of how this highly
unstable source of income affects the structure of the oil state’s armed forces has yet to be
examined. This paper argues that the use of oil revenue for security expenditures affects the
military’s structure in three major ways. First, oil revenue allows the state to build significantly
larger military and internal security forces than its regional neighbors. This helps to facilitate a
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higher regional status but it also entails heavy long-term expenses once the income from oil
declines. This leads to the creation of “white elephants™ in the form of neglected military
hardware. Second, the highly unstable nature of the oil state’s economy encourages the military
to prefer short-term and high-capital solutions to its needs, often in the form of lavish foreign
weapons’ procurements, over long-term domestic research and manufacturing. This creates a
shortage of local expertise and inefficiencies in operating and adjusting foreign equipment for
domestic needs. Third, periodic crashes in oil prices tend to destabilize the complex network of
patronage and private loyalties created within the state’s security forces, often leading to
internal fragmentation and renewed threats of violence. These mechanisms correspond with the
general economic trends of the “resource curse” phenomenon, and they are examined in the
military forces of several major oil exporting states in the Middle East and West Africa.

Moran Deitch, Bar-Ilan University, “Religion and the Termination of Intrastate Armed
Conflict: 1990-2014.”

In recent years, a burgeoning literature has emerged on the relationship between religion and
conflict. Contradictory theories address the development, dynamics, and termination of
religious intrastate armed conflicts. Some researchers have focused on the destructive role of
religion, arguing that religious conflicts are longer and more violent and difficult to settle than
nonreligious ones. Others argue that religion has an ambivalent role, both destructive and
constructive, whereas they recognize religion as a potential force for peace building. This study
focuses on an aspect of that literature, which has been understudied, the impact of religion on
conflict termination and the possibilities for a peaceful settlement. Specifically, this study
focuses on the relationship between religion and conflict termination, by examining a broad
range of termination outcomes, based on the length and the level of violence, as well as incidents
of reoccurrence. The study examines quantitatively 118 domestic conflicts between 1990 and
2014, utilizing the PITF (Political Instability Task Force) and RAS (Religion and State) datasets.
The findings suggest that religious conflicts are more likely to last longer than non-religious
ones. However, the study also reveals that religion has a weak influence on conflict termination
as well as on the violence level and the reoccurrence of conflicts.

Prof. Jonathan Fox, Bar-llan University, “A World Survey Secular-Religious
Competition: Government Religious Policy from 1990 to 2014.”

This study theorizes and demonstrates that, to a significant extent, government religious policy
is driven by the competition between religious and secular political forces in society and that
this competition is occurring throughout the world. The study analyzes new data from round
three of the Religion and State Project (RAS3), which examines 117 distinct religion policies
including those focused on supporting religion, regulatmg the majority religion, and restricting
minority religions in 183 countries. The results show that while overall countries are becoming
more involved in religion, this rise is not unidirectional. Overall, a minority of countries have
reduced their involvement in religion. More importantly, approximately three quarters of all
countries have adjusted their religion policies in both directions, both adding and eliminating
religion policies.
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Alternative Explanations for Israel’s Policy Towards Asylum Seekers and 7,n989
Refugees: From the Traditional Security Prism to the Socio-Psychological Prism.”

Israeli policy towards African asylum seekers has two parallel arms. The first focuses on
control, in the form of deportation, detention, and dispersal. The second arm is expressed in the
withdrawal by the state from its responsibilities in the form of lack of institutional support for
the integration of refugees into Israeli society and/or a process through which those who have
been recognized as refugees can attain the legal status of citizenship. Our project aims at
explaining Israel’s above attitude towards asylum seekers especially from Africa, from a
broadly defined IR security prism. In more specific terms, this project examines Israeli policy
through the prisms of three security-oriented theoretical frames of mind: the Realist, according
to which third-country nationals’ entry into Israel’s territory should be controlled, according to
decision-makers, for the sake of internal security and stability; the Constructivist, according to
which Israel’s policy towards refugees is constituted by powerful securitization processes
mainly motivated by powerful social agents; and the socio-psychological prism, according to
which Israel’s policy is psychologically motivated by deep ontological insecurity vis-a-vis
African refugees. Empirically, the research provides evidence of patterns for the three logics in
Israeli decision-makers’ discourse and estimate their relative weight.



Dr. Michal Hatuel-Radoshitzky, University of Haifa, “Israel and Apartheid in
International Discourse.”

While Israel’s leadership takes pride in the state’s liberal policies, particularly in comparison to
those of its non-democratic neighbors, international discourse appears to debate, if not question,
Israel’s democratic character. In particular, it appears that Israel is increasingly compared to
South Africa’s former apartheid regime, a system of institutionalized racial segregation in
which a white minority harshly oppressed a large black majority. While the adoption of the
loaded term “apartheid” is not uncommon in criticism relating to perceived institutionalized
racism in additional liberal and democratic regimes, it is generally internally focused. In other
words, it is unusual for states to accuse other states of practicing apartheid-like measures, all the
more so when such accusations are systemized and ongoing.

The threat of Israel’s isolation in the international arena has penetrated the Israeli public debate
and is well known. However, there are insufficient concrete findings and data regarding when
and how Israel’s image as a non-democratic apartheid state became rooted in international
discourse; the extent to which it is overtly apparent; and its fluctuations over the years. The
absence of such data enables decision makers, who are weary of allocating scarce resources to
amorphous threats, to argue that channeling funds to deal with Israel’s international standing is
less urgent than the need to address tangible and imminent threats. To this end, the current
article strives to document the existence of international questioning regarding Israel’s
democratic character and explore the perils that this trends encompasses by providing
qualitative and quantitative findings relating to the apartheid analogy.

Dr. Toby Greene, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, “Shifting Perceptions of Israel in
Western States.”

How do questions about Israel’s identity as a democratic state impact its international relations?
As Michael Barnett (1996) noted, while “Israelis identify themselves as part of the West, its
collective identity is always negotiated and highly vulnerable to counter-narratives.” This is
particularly true as Israel faces a crisis over its own democratic character, and as the occupation
reaches its fiftieth year.

Attitudes to Israel are not uniform across or within Western democracies. Variations in domestic
political and social factors shape perceptions of Israel. Furthermore, the political identity of
many Western countries is currently contested, as a populist, nationalist, anti-globalization
wave challenges the post-WWII Western, Liberal consensus.

In this context, we see diverging trends in European perceptions of Israel. Israeli policies in the
Palestinian arena aggravate even the most sympathetic European leaders, whilst illiberal
Knesset legislation has increased doubts about Israel’s democratic character. These
developments, combined with a boycott movement promoted by radical left and Muslim groups
has led some to conclude that ‘Israel is losing Europe.” However, rising nationalist and identity
politics in Europe, and concern at Islamic radicalism, resonate with a view of Israel as a Western
ally against Jihadist threats. Meanwhile, as a partner in both trade and security in an increasingly
unstable international environment, Israel arguably offers European states more than ever
before.

These complex trends will be explored through in-depth interviews with policy makers in
London and Brussels. As well as exploring shifting perceptions of Israel in Europe, the research
aims to elucidate the interaction between democratic identity and perceptions of interests in
international relations.
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Dr. Tamir Libel, Barcelona Institute of International Studies, “ The Reconstruction of
Israel’s Security Policy in the 21 Century: A 4% Generation Strategic Culture
FExplanation.”

The paper’s main argument is that Israel’s security policy, which traditionally focused on
defending the territorial integrity of the state against regular Arab armed forces, was by the 2010s
transformed into one that focuses on facing a variety of state- and non-state based threats.
Moreover, while Israel’s original security policy was based on Realpolitik — an instrumental
rationalist approach to world affairs — the new one has its roots in an ideological worldview.

The presentation is comprised of three parts. The first part presents a 4th generation strategic
culture model. The second part implements the model by analyzing the reconstruction of
Israel’s security policy during the post-Cold War era. The paper concludes with a discussion of
the broader application of the model and of 4th generation strategic culture.

Dr. Eyal Rubinson and Dr. Tal Sadeh, Truman Institute (Hebrew University) and Tel-
Aviv University, “Perceived to Slack: Secondary Securitization and Multilateral Treaty
Ratification in Israel.”

Much of the existing literature assumes that states join or reject multilateral treaties, and by
extension any organization that they might establish, on a cost/benefit basis. However, many
countries demonstrate an inconsistent pattern of treaty ratification. We argue that secondary
securitization (i.e., speech acts that introduce security discourse into the policy-making process,
even in non-security issue-areas, by actors who are not security experts) hinders treaty
ratification, all else being equal. The reason is that when security is at stake, the costs of slack
by the treaty’s agent international organization are deemed higher, risk-aversion increases, and
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asymmetry among the member state’s policy perceptions is greater. We focus on the case of
Israel because it is exemplary of this ambiguity, and because we have access to relevant archival
data. We support our argument with logit regressions on a cross-section dataset of 246
multilateral treaties open for ratification by Israel in 1948-1988. We demonstrate that secondary
securitization had a significant effect on ratification, although in a relatively small number of
cases. We complement this analysis with discourse and content analysis of official discussions
of ratification of three human rights treaties (ICCPR, ICESCR and CEDAW).
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Daniel Wajner, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, “Battles for Legitimation (B4L):
Analyzing the ‘Gaza Flotilla’ Paradigmatic Case of Performative Warfare iIn
Contemporary Conflicts.”

How to explain the dynamics of non-conventional struggles such as the “Gaza Flotilla” case of
May 2010? Most International Relations scholars analyze warfare in international conflicts using
a “chess-logic,” in which the actors’ goal is to outmaneuver their opponents in the battleground.
However, an increasing number of battles today are guided by a “performance logic.” Although
the players interact with one another, their real targets are not on the stage, but rather in the
audience. This research proposes a theoretical framework for analyzing performative warfare
in contemporary conflicts. It expands upon the idea that current world politics are characterized
by the anarchy of legitimacy — a state of affairs that leads actors to engage in battles for
legitimation (B4L) to persuade global audiences that they deserve their political support. In
addition to providing guidelines for the identification of B4L, this paper presents a model for
their systematic analysis based on three legitimation functions (appropriateness, consensus, and
empathy), which is applied in the Flotilla case to map the framings’ resonance across different
“legitimation battlefields.” The study may contribute towards the expansion of the research
program on international legitimation and to improve performances for future B4Ls.

11



12

Dr. Michal Radoshitzky, Haifa University, and Prof. Amal Jamal, Tel-Aviv University
“State Stigmatization and Self-Determination Conflicts: A Theory of When and How.”

In the digitalized world in which the infliction of hard-power has increasing diplomatic
repercussions, the phenomenon of state stigmatization becomes relevant, particularly in self-
determination struggles. In such instances the struggling side may use state stigmatization as a
strategy to delegitimize the state against which self-determination claims are being made, in
order to gain leverage and diplomatic credit in the international arena.

The current article contributes to the emerging literature on state-stigmatization by broadening
the focus of state-stigmatizing motivations beyond ontological security concerns. It proposes a
tailored scale to assess stigmatization on the state level and it develops a theoretical model to
explain which elements need to converge for a state-stigma to become sustained. The article
tests the proposed theoretical model on two self-determination struggles and it performs an
empirical analysis of UN documentation and international press items in order to assess the
extent to which the relevant states have been stigmatized based on the variables proposed in the
model.

Adam Hoffman, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, “IS1S, Jihadi Media, and the Politics of
Legitimacy.”

ISIS’ use of social media is often noted for its sophistication, scope, and professional control of
Western technology platforms. However, in addition to these (mostly technical) aspects, this
paper argues that ISIS’ social media campaigns serve an essential function of legitimizing its
self-declared Caliphate. While ISIS is determined on antagonizing Western “infidel” nations
and takes pride in its brutality and harshness, it is acutely aware of the importance of Muslim
public opinion for the enduring success of its state-building project.

Social media allows ISIS to control its messaging and distribute its version of events of life
under the Islamic State and the competence of its services — thereby endowing its political
project with legitimacy, despite extensive religious and political criticism leveled against it.
This argument will be substantiated by a content analysis of ISIS’s media products, including
videos, nasheeds (Islamic chants), “photographed reports,” and the Dabig magazine.

Raphael Benlevi, Bar-Ilan University, “ The Role of Religious Identity versus Material
Factors in Global Attitudes toward Israel.”

What influences how publics around the world regard foreign states engaged in conflict and
with whom do they sympathize! Previous research, guided by prominent theories of
international relations, suggests that regime type, economic, and security relations might
influence public perceptions of foreign states. Alternatively, cultural IR perspectives would
suggest that religious identity is a major factor. However, most studies have empirically tested
only some of these factors, and they have been limited to particular regions.

Using survey data from forty-five different countries, as provide by the Pew Global Attitudes
project, this study tests the value of cultural theories against alternative explanations for
understanding both national and individual-level attitudes towards Israel in its conflict with the
Palestinians. For this purpose, I estimate both linear regression and multinomial logistic
regression models respectively. The results show strong evidence that, on a global scale,
religious identity plays the most central role in determining which side to support in a foreign
conflict, whereas economic and security factors are secondary. This study also contributes to
the understanding of global attitudes towards the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in particular,
whereas until now the literature has focused almost exclusively on the United States.
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Dr. Toby Greene, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, “ When Conviction Trumps Domestic
Politics: Tony Blair and the Second Lebanon War.”

It has been argued that domestic political survival is key to foreign policy decisions.
Poliheuristic decision theory claims: “Politicians will not shoot themselves in the foot by
selecting alternatives that are likely to have a negative effect on them politically.” How then
does one explain a foreign policy decision that causes grievous political harm to the decision-
maker? The paper considers existing research on personality and environmental factors that
might reduce the significance of domestic political constraints on foreign policy decisions. It
then examines the case of Tony Blair’s response to the 2006 Isracl-Hezbollah conflict, in which
his support for Israel triggered a backbench revolt forcing him to announce he would leave
office within twelve months.

The account shows that Blair stuck to his unpopular position despite knowing the potential
political costs. By assessing why this case diverges from theoretical expectations, the paper
generates new hypotheses about factors that might lead to leadership convictions trumping
domestic political survival in foreign policy decisions. Personality factors include whether the
decision-maker has a leadership style oriented towards challenging constraints, or to believing
in their ability to control events. These factors may be enhanced by Aubrisafter a lengthy period
in power. Environmental factors include the absence of formal constraints, and the decision-
makers being a relatively “free-bird,” nearing the end of their term, with reduced costs
associated with erosion of their domestic position. The paper concludes by asking: What do we
want from leaders facing foreign policy dilemmas: to follow the public mood, or their
convictions?

Elai Rettig, University of Haifa, “ Ethical Considerations in Israel’s Oil Import Policy.”

Is it ethical to purchase oil from a country that violates human rights? Is it moral to support a
rebel organization by purchasing the oil it is illegally exporting? Should import-dependent
countries such as Israel be at all concerned with such dilemmas as they struggle to secure the
most important resource to their economy and military? Can the trade of oil become ethical,
and if so, are all countries required to be held to the same standards if not all of them are as free
to trade as others?

This paper discusses the role of ethical considerations in Israel’s oil import policy since its
inception, comparing it to that of the rest of the Western world. It begins by reviewing the
development of global oil trade during the 20t century and the (mostly negligible) role that
ethical considerations played in this process. It then provides a historical overview of Israel’s
efforts to ensure continuous oil imports to its economy from 1948 until 2016, detailing the crises,
wars, embargos, and moral dilemmas that the Israeli leadership faced along the way. It then
discusses Israel’s current ability to insert ethical considerations into its oil import policy, when
accounting for global and regional changes that have significantly improved its energy security
in the past two decades. A number of guidelines are provided as to how such considerations can
now be further implemented. Finally, the paper analyzes whether or not Israel currently holds
to these proposed standards.
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Doron Ella, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, “ Categorization in International
Organizations.”

This paper investigates why states decide to incorporate categorization mechanisms within
international organizations (IOs), and what cooperation problems are these mechanisms
intended to resolve. Iassume that actors design 10s with the aspiration of making them
politically viable for key states, by generating an equilibrium between members’ inclusiveness
and institutional efficacy. In other words, states design IOs with the goal of drawing potential
key states to join and successfully cooperate under these 10s’ multilateral framework.
However, I detect three main cooperation problems that may hinder the successful creation of
such organizations. In this regard, the incorporation of categorization mechanisms within the
basic structure of these IOs is considered a rational solution for these cooperation problems.

Categorization is intended to resolve cooperation problems that are caused in [Os that deal
with issues that are more sensitive to their members’ heterogeneity of capabilities to comply
with the 10s’ rules, and with preferences about the ideal treaty level. What makes certain IO
more sensitive to the heterogeneity of their members? I argue that 10s that deal with issues that
are characterized by high uncertainty about the state of the world and about the distribution of
costs and benefits from cooperation, and 10s that deal with issues that require deep
cooperation, will be more sensitive to their members’ heterogeneity. Therefore, by
incorporating categorization within the design of 10s, these cooperation problems are
ameliorated, thus making the IOs more politically viable. To empirically test these
hypotheses, I conduct various statistical test on data collected regarding 145 1Os dealing with
various issues.

Dr. Mor Mitrani, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, “ Who’s in and Who’s Out: The
International Community as a (de-)Legitimization Device.”

The concept of the international community is widely used by scholars, practitioners, and
international political leaders as means to legitimize or delegitimize political behavior,
suggesting that states not only discern a community of states at the international level, but also
calculate and frame their actions in light of it. The tendency of states to portray themselves
either as a collective “We’ of states, or as a legitimate member of this collective, stands at the
core of this paper. Taking a socio-discursive approach, the underlying premise is that the
international community is a discursive construct that materializes only once political agents
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talk about it, refer to it, and attribute to it certain values, rules, and virtues. This discursive
construction defines not only who’s in and who’s out of the international community, but it
also points to the normative and practical standards upon which a member’s behavior will be
framed as legitimate or not.

The paper explores the ways through which states refer and narrate —namely, talk about —
who’s in and who’s out the international community. The main textual corpus for this
research is an original database of the annual speeches of heads of states at the general debate
of the UN (1992-2014; n=4,264 texts) that represents the array of voices that comprise the
international commumty By applying methods of automated computerized text analysis, the
paper surveys states’ tendencies to name and construct the international community as well as
to name and single-out specific members of the community. It further suggests a
comprehensive purview on both the types of targeted and targeting states as well as on the
contexts in which, the international community — as a reference point — is being used to render
states’ actions as legitimate or illegitimate.

Yaron Schneider, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, “Peacekeeping Operations and
Human Rights Norms: Intended and Unintended Outcomes.”

Contemporary peacekeeping operations (PKOs) participate in state-building processes and
provide humanitarian aid to civilians in zones of conflict and crisis. The new generation of
peacekeeping operations transcends the traditional role of peacekeepers as monitors and
coordinators of inter-state security arrangements. They also lead to increased interaction
between peacekeepers and domestic non-state actors in zones of conflict.

The paper examines how PKO’s interactions with domestic non-state actors affect the
promotion of human rights norms in conflict zones. The United Nations peacekeeping
Department states that “All staff in peace operations have the responsibility to ensure the
protection and promotion of human rights through their work.” Accordingly, I ask: Under which
conditions peacekeepers do promote norms of human rights of the states (or the organization)
that support them, and under which conditions do PKOs fail in that matter?

The analysis is based on a comparison of three UN PKO missions during the 1990s: UNMIK
(Kosovo), UNOSOM (Somalia), and UNIFIL (Southern Lebanon). In order to assess the success
or failure of human rights norms promotion, I examine the strength and quality of the following
variables: (a) the accountability of PKOs regarding the promotion of human rights norms, based
on the institutional design and mission’s procedures; (b) the legalization of human rights norms
in domestic laws or domestic social norms; and (c) the activity of advocacy networks and NGOs
as agents of human rights norms in conflict zones.

Dr. Henry Lovat, University of Glasgow, “ Why Does International Law Regulate Non-
International Armed Conflict? The Emergence of the International Civil War Regime,
1949-1998,”

The emergence of civil war-governing provisions in the 1949 Geneva Conventions, 1977
Additional Protocols, and the 1998 ICC Statute is puzzling given governments’ traditional
preference to retain discretion in responding to armed insurrection. To explain this
phenomenon, the paper develops a pluralist theoretical model to identify factors likely to affect
multilateral negotiation outcomes, applying this to the drafting of key treaty provisions.

The analysis suggests that regime development is explicable primarily by proponents
successfully framing arguments in terms of shared principles and values. In contrast, technical
expertise and great power preferences alone each have only limited impact on negotiation
outcomes.
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Exequiel Lacovksy, “The Israeli Stance on the Prospect of a Nuclear Weapons Free Zone
in the Middle East and its Latin American Link.”

This paper addresses the Israeli stance on the prospects of a Nuclear Weapons Free Zone
(NWFZ) in the Middle East. Since the mid-1970s, when the first Middle East proposal was
introduced, it has been regarded as one of the most pressing issues in the non-proliferation field
and one of the most controversial. The Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) itself has been linked to
the prospects of a NWFZ in the Middle East. For instance, in 1995, the indefinite extension of
the NPT (at its Review Conference) was achieved only after the introduction of the “Resolution
on the Middle East.” In 2010 the NPT Review Conference set a date for a conference to discuss
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the NWFZ in the Middle East (it was supposed to be held in 2012). In 2015, the NPT Review
Conference failed because of the little progress in this respect.

Interestingly, Israel had endorsed the concept of a NWFZ in the Middle East back in 1974, but
understood it as a “process of inter-governmental consultation similar to that which preceded
the adoption of the Latin American Treaty of Tlaltelolco” (Y gal Allon, Israeli Foreign Ministry).
The same position is still held by Israel nowadays. Consequently, the main question to be
formulated here is: Why has Israel looked at the Latin American Tlatelolco Treaty as a
precedent in order to adopt its policy? In the paper, I argue that the Latin American model was
an attractive model for Israel, since it had the potential to address its security and normative
concerns. In addition, I argue that the same security and normative concerns continue to be
relevant in Israel today, so that the same stance vis-a-vis a NWFZ is still in place.

Jony Essa, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, “ Continuity and Change in the Ownership
of the Syrian Armed Forces since 2000.”

Why do some mechanisms of inter-communal conflict regulation lead to stability in divided
societies while others fails? To address this question it is vital to ask how political and security
institutions in divided societies interact to bring about stability or violence, and how changes in
the composition in part or all of these institutions may perpetuate or undermine such diverse
outcomes.

This paper discusses the transformation of the officer corps of the Syrian Armed forces during
the period 2000-2015, based on original data collected on a few dozen officers who served in this
institution over those fifteen years. The paper examines the Syrian Armed forces as an
institution that demonstrates the complex inter-linkage between the security sector, on the one
hand, and the pattern of inter-communal relations, on the other hand.

The paper proposes that the institutionalization of political and security sectors in various
systems of inter-communal relations has a positive effect as a mechanism of regulating violence.
In order to illustrate this argument, the paper analyzes the variance of violence of inter-
communal relations in three ethnically divided societies: Lebanon, Jordan, and Syria. In these
cases, the role of institutionalization of both political and security institutions and its impact on
the episodes of conflict outbreak or lack thereof will be examined. Within each case, two
different regulating goals of the inter-communal mechanism will be examined; prevention prior
to the conflict and reestablishing peace and defusing violence in the post-conflict phase. 1
attempt to show that notwithstanding the type or timing of the mechanism high degrees of
institutionalization of inter-communal relations are conducive to stability in divided societies.
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